
1915 - 2015.  A historical day for Webster University and 106 
graduating students of Webster Vienna. Webster is celebrating its 
100th anniversary.  The graduation ceremony took place on Saturday, 
May 9th, with a large attendance of V.I.P.s in the magnificent 
ballroom of Vienna’s City Hall.
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It was a glorious moment: 106 stu-
dents, who took their finals in 
2015, tossed their graduation-caps 

in the air – an old American academic-
tradition. Vienna’s City Hall offered  
the perfect background. Also, because 
that is where it all started in 1981. For-
mer Vienna‘s mayor Leo-
pold Gratz invited Webs-
ter to open a campus in 
Vienna, after he had visi-
ted the first European lo-
cation of Webster at Ge-
neva, Switzerland.

Optimism for the Future
None other than Alexa L. 
Wesner, current United 
States Ambassador to 
Austria, was keynote-
speaker at the graduation 
ceremony and highlighted the impor-
tance of an American private universi-
ty to Vienna in order to become more 
cosmopolitan. Ms. Wesner herself gra-
duated from Stanford University with 
a B.A. degree in Biology.Her advice to 
the students: „Don’t aspire to be a he-
ro. Aspire to be yourself. Visionaries 
and heroes are here to admire, but not 

everything. Maybe you’ll be never as 
good as the hero was, but you’ll be 
great. The secret is, to trust your own 
individuality. You cannot be Steve 
Jobs, but you might be the one who 
starts the next technological revoluti-
on. Decide, who you wanna be. Make 

decisions that come 
from within.“ 

Arthur Hirsh, direc-
tor of Webster Vienna 
Private University 
welcomed parents, 
students and faculty. 
“Our graduates can 
gaze optimistically in-
to the future. Their 
degrees and acade-
mic records are rego-
gnized not only in 
Austria and the US 

but globally.” This international per-
spective also translates into diversity: 
students are from more than 70 na-
tions and comprise 4 Continents, 8 
Countries, 60 Cities, 1 University. That 
means, Webster has a unique interna-
tional network of campuses that offers 
students the opportunity to do parts of 
their studies almost anywhere in the 

world within a single university sys-
tem.

During the ceremony all students 
received graduation regalia in Webs-
ter colors and personalized for their 
degrees. 800 people came to celebra-
te together with the students. There 
were Thomas Hintze, Chairman of the 
Supervisory Board UPC Austria, Patri-
cia Helletzgruber von der Peter Dru-
cker Society, Romulo Martinez, OPEC 
Fund for International Development, 
Georg Obermaier, Managing Direc-
tor of Microsoft Austria and Friedrich 
Rödler, Chairman of the Supervisory 
Board Erste Group Bank AG  

30 Years of Management Education
1985 Webster Vienna Private Universi-
ty offered the first accredited MBA
program in Austria. Meanwhile the 
MBA is well established as internatio-
nal education-standard. Again, Webs-
ter goes one step further and is now 
offering an 1-Year MBA. It’s an accele-
rated degree option that allows stu-
dents to complete their MBA in less 
than a year in a cohort based format 
with opportunities to build a global 
network, gain an international per-

Curtain up for Webster‘s 
Centennial Commencement
Lots of reasons to celebrate. 2015 is a special year for Webster University. 100 
years ago Webster was founded in Missouri. Since 1981 there’s also a Webster 
Campus in Vienna and in 1985 it was the first university in Austria to offer an MBA, 
Thus, we also celebrate 30 years of MBA-courses available in Austria.

Don’t aspire to 
be a hero. 
Aspire to be 
yourself. 

Alexa L. Wesner,  
United States Ambassador 
to Austria
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spective and acquire substantial leader-
ship skills with a robust career manage-
ment component.

Arthur Hirsh will step down as di-
rector of Webster University Vienna. In 
his farewell speech he said: „Our Cen-
tennial motto is: Global Impact for the 
Next Century. You graduates are part of 
Webster’s global impact because many 
of you will be the leaders of tomorrow’s 
global society, prepared for this role 
by the international and cross-cultural 
education that Webster offers.“

WEbSTER MiLESToNES
• 1915 founded in St. Louis, Missouri (USA)
• 1925 accredited in the USA by the Higher 
   Learning Commission
• 1978 opens first European campus in Geneva (CH)
• 1981 opens Vienna campus at the invitation of 
   the mayor in Vienna
• 1985 offers first accredited MBA program in 
   Austria
• 1996 opens first Asian campus in Shanghai (CN)
• 1996 Webster Vienna moves to new premises in  
   the 22nd District, close to the UN
• 2001 Webster Vienna receives the Austrian 
   private university accreditation
• 2013 opens first African campus in Accra (GH)
• 2014 Webster Vienna moves to Palais Wenkheim
• 2015 Webster University celebrates 100 years

bAchELoR, MASTER & MbA
Programs:
• Business & Management
• International Relations
• Psychology
• Media Communications

see more at: www.webster.ac.at

WEbSTER ALUMNi
The Webster Alumni Association has been connec-
ting graduates to one another and to their alma 
mater since 1923, and is a free organization with 
automatic membership to all graduates.
The Vienna chapter of the Alumni Association was 
established in 2005
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Since the arrival of Elizabeth (Beth) J. 
Stroble, Webster has advanced global 
academic and operational excellence 
through strategic investments across the 
global academic enterprise, including 
technology infrastructure.

Elizabeth J. Stroble: It is with great 
joy that I reflect on Webster 
University’s 100th anniversary and 
the role our institution has played in 
helping students succeed. 

From Webster’s first graduating 
class in 1919, which was comprised  
of two students, to the more than 
172.000 alumni today. Webster gra-
duates have preserved through the 
decades.

Webster alumni are everywhere. 
More than 1500 are here in Webster 
Groves, still more reside throughout 
the St. Louis region. They also make 
their homes across the United States 

and in cities around the world.  
Whereever they are, they are suc-
cessful global citizens contributing 
to the fabric of their communities, 
and they make us proud.

Let us celebrate our history to-
gether, a community and its univer-
sity. We value our place within the 
greater St. Louis region, within the 
United States, and within the world. 

Let’s celebrate our accomplish-
ments and dare to dream about the 
possibilities for the future. Together, 
we will embrace the next one-hund-
red years as neighbors and friends, 
creating opportunities, while conti-

nuing to honor and improve the 
area’s quality of life. 

At Webster, we prepare students 
for the future within a thoughtful 
and progressive community.

We prepare 
students for 
the future 

PERSoNAL dATA
Elizabeth (beth) J. Stroble is President of Webs-
ter University since 2009. She is a board member 
of the National Association of Independent Colleges 
& Universities, a member of International Associa-
tion of University Presidents, and the International 
Women‘s Forum. She is a member of the Council 
on Competitiveness and serves as a vice chair of 
the American Council on Education‘s (ACE) Com-
mission on Leadership, and is a member of the 
Council of Independent Colleges Steering Commit-
tee on the Project on the Future of Independent 
Colleges
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Webster as a worldwide 
institution ensures high 
quality learning experien-
ces. We want to hand our 
students the key of suc-
cess. Part of it is that we 
have small MBA classes, 
because we put the stu-
dent into the focus
Arthur hirsh, director Webster Vienna 

Private University

Webster Vienna recruits 
some of the best students 
that Webster University 
has. Our special emphasis 
is the preparation of 
these students for global
citizenship and for their 
future contributions to 
European societies from a 
global perspective
Maria-Regina Kecht, academic director of 

Webster Vienna Private University
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Impressions of Webster‘s Centennial Commencement
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I am from Chicago and 
really wanted to study in 
Vienna. It was very im-
portant to me to have a 
degree from Austria. 
Webster made that possi-
ble.
Lauren Kisley, Graduate Student Leadership 

Award

You really can customize your de-
gree. You have your core courses 
for one half of the program, the 
other half you can choose freely. 
That’s perfect for someone who 
wants to specialize.
Sven babic, cum Laude, departmental honors 

(business department)

I am from Bulgaria and gradua-
ted in Psychology & Manage-
ment. I was taught and mento-
red by really experienced 
educators. I am sure, the high 
academic standards deman-
ded by my mentors prepared 
me well for my career.
Martina Zdravkova Matlieva, cum Laude, 

departmental honors
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I am from Germany, close to 
Bielefeld, and did my master in 
finance here at the Vienna 
Campus. The reason, why I 
have chosen Webster Vienna: 
They have a fast study pro-
gram. It was also important for 
me to work in the financial in-
dustry next to the studies.
Torben Wiegand, Graduate Academic 

honors

The Webster program is very in-
ternational and I like the idea of 
the American degree, because I 
graduated from the Vienna Cam-
pus, so I got the American degree 
as well as the Austrian degree, 
which gives me a lot of freedom.
hannah Urbanek, Undergraduate Student Lea-

dership Award

I am Austrian-Brazilian and very 
cosmopolitan. I studied inter- 
national relations. That means, 
that I am interested in the whole 
world – of course Webster opens 
doors with both, an American 
and and Austrian degree.
Lucas Amorelli Ribeiro Kornexl, community 

Service Award
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Webster is the only American private 
university in Austria and there is cer-
tainly a demand of such an university 
for a city like Vienna, that wants to be 
itself internationally. It’s a great possi-
bility for international managers who 
live in Austria to send their kids to an 
international university.
Thomas hinze, UPc Austria
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Webster is an international university 
with campuses all over the world and 
Vienna is of course the showcase of 
Webster, because it’s one of the oldest 
ones. It’s a fantastic possibility to get 
young people from all over the world 
to Vienna. And all these people are the 
ambassadors for Vienna all over the 
world.
Friedrich Rödler, Erste Group bank AG
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Webster brings people from all 
over the world to Vienna. Lots of 
them stay here. That’s a big benefit 
for the whole country. Webster is a 
very young and dynamic universi-
ty with a great spirit, quite diffe-
rent to the “official” universities 
we have here in Austria.
Rudolf hamp, opel Group Gmbh
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I want to congratulate Webster 
University for 100 years. Every day 
we can read in our newspapers, 
how important education in Aust-
ria is. Webster stands for high qua-
lity education – its exactly what 
Austria needs.
Georg obermaier, Microsoft Austria
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The Global Con-
nection becomes 
more popular

The Alumni Association in Vienna has already achieved to establish programs to 
enhance the image of the university. Stefano Cantini, president of the Vienna 
Chapter of the Webster Alumni Association about the further goals of the Vienna 
Chapter.

Die Presse: What are the benefits in 
the Webster Alumni Association?
Stefano Cantini: The Alumni Associ-
ation is the value added that gradua-
tes receive with their diploma. It au-
tomatically connects them to more 
than 120,000 alumni worldwide. 
These are active in a variety of indus-
tries and sectors in all continents. 
Through the WUAA, the alumni have 
a chance to remain connected to the 
spirit of the university and profit 
from the ongoing development of 
the university, including publi-
shings, public events, etc..

What do you think about the alumni 
activities in Austria?
The activities in Austria are divided 
between social events, professional 
development events and events as-
sociated with the current ongoings 
of the university. 
The mixture of events and variety of 
venues attract a wide spectrum of 
the regional alumni, while intensi-
vely enhancing the image of the 

alumni and the university they re-
present.

The Vienna Chapter of the Alumni 
Association started ten years ago. 
How satisfied are you with the deve-
lopments in the Vienna Chapter?
I am very satisfied with the develop-
ment of the alumni association. We 
have been able to reach out to most 
alumni generations, encompassing 
them in our activities. We have been 
able to enhance the image of the 
university by providing a platform to 
present alumni achievements. Our 
symposium, for example, which was 
started over 7 years ago, attracts 
business people, academia and 
alumni equally, establishing Webs-
ter and the Alumni Assiciation as a 
serious actor in the business and 
academic stages

What are your next goals for the Alumni 
Association in Vienna?
My next goal would be to involve more 
alumni in the organisational side of 

the association in order to be able to 
provide more services. In the US, the 
association can provide concrete be-
nefits in the form of discounts etc . I 
think this can still be developed for 
our association as well. Furthermore, 
alumni could be motivated to more ef-
fectively support the financial needs of 
the institution.

Where do you see Webster University in 
the next 100 years?
A university does not live in timelines. 
It develops in generations of students. 
These students get an education from 
the institution, but at the same time 
they enrich the university with their 
experiences they bring to the campus. 
These accumulate to aid the university 
to ripen: in 100 years, I see Webster as 
an essential addition to the traditional 
Austrian educational landscape

PERSoNAL dATA
Stefano cantini, MA ‘94, is president of the Vien-
na Chapter of the Alumni Association
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Alumni Cocktail 
& Graduation 
Celebration 2015
At 8 pm started the Alumni 
Cocktail & Graduation Celeb-
ration at the [box] Vienna in 
the 3rd district of Vienna. 

If you want to study, Webster 
Vienna would be the best choice 
you could make. It’s very 
practice-oriented, international-
oriented, but at the same time, it 
is a lot of fun.
Stefka christodulova, 2002/ MA Marketing

16 SATURdAy, 9TH MAy 2015     100 yEars Of wEbsTEr

EVENTPAPER PRODUCED ON BEHALF OF WEBSTER UNIVERSITY



iMPRiNT
This EventPaper was 
produced by 
WirtschaftsBlatt Marketing 
GmbH for the event 
„Centennial Graduation“.

Editorial staff: 
Christian Scherl

Photographer: 
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I can recommend the Vienna 
Chapter of Alumni, because its a 
possibility to get together with 
students with different beliefs 
and perspectives.
Stefan Weinhofer, 2011/ bA international Rela-

tions and Management
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click on the „Die Presse“-logo and see 
more wonderful moments of the 

graduation and the evening reception 
in our slideshow
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